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PROPOSED CHANGES FOR LIVESTOCK
King County s existing Livestock Management Ordinance may now 
apply differently to some livestock farmers because state laws have 
changed what is considered fish habitat.

THE LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE CONTINUES 
WITH MINOR IMPROVEMENTS

• Fencing will now be required in the Snoqualmie valley and for dairies

• Manure management practices are being updated

PROPOSED CHANGES FOR HORTICULTURE 
Two Best Management Practices to meet water quality standards are 
being proposed:

• Planting and maintaining filter strips

• Planting winter cover crops (if possible)

Filter strips help clean runoff by removing sediments, nitrogen from 
fertilizers, and herbicides before they reach creeks, agricultural ditches, 
rivers, lakes, and streams. Although the specific width of filter strips for 
horticultural practices has not yet been determined, they will range from 
20-100 feet depending on soils, slope, and farming practices. A 
description of strip widths will be released by public rule at a later date.

While not in the public review draft, King County proposes that existing 
horticulture farms have five years to comply with the above Best 
Management Practices.

KING COUNTY IS COMMITTED 
TO KEEPING AGRICULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES VIABLE!

Over the past several decades, 
competing land use, growth, 
development, and increased 
environmental protections have raised 
the price of land and the costs of 
farming in King County. While 
growing crops and raising livestock has 
become more difficult, King County 
has worked programs to keep farming 
viable. In 1985, King County 
designated five Agricultural Production 
Districts. The Farmland Preservation 
Program (which purchases the 
development rights to farm lands) and 
the Livestock Management Cost 
Sharing Program (which helps farmers 
implement farm plans) were created to 
help farms survive in our changing 
times. Until now, crops and horticulture 
have been exempt from Sensitive Areas 
requirements.

The regulations being proposed for 
agriculture are being considered 
carefully. Ongoing discussions with 
farmers and their representatives on the 
King County Agricultural Committee 
will continue in earnest throughout this 
public process. 
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